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Early days

Chapter 1 - Early days

Steam and coal

When the brst steamships emerged in the 1840s they used coal [or wood] as fuel.
The fuel was bulky, diflcult to handle and required a lot of manpower to load onto the
ship, to manage its storage, manage its use in the boilers and handle and dispose of
the ash produced.

The coal was stored on board in ‘coal bunkers’, accessible from the main deck to
permit loading and with a hatch opening into the boiler room stokehold from the bottom













